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Editorial notes 

 
Sending the manuscript 

Please send your contribution (as word.doc) to the editorial office: zfmr@menschenrechte.org 

 
Length of your article 

The Journal for Human Rights is divided into five sections. Depending on the section, please stick to the 
different length specifications (including spaces): 

 

  „Themenschwerpunkt“  35,000 to 45,000 characters per article  

„Aus aller Welt“  35,000 to 45,000 characters per article 

„Außer der Reihe“  35,000 to 45,000 characters per article 

„Forum“   15,000 to 25,000 characters per article 

Reviews   4,000 to 6,000 characters per article 

 

Abstracts 

Please attach a short abstract in German and English (100 words each) to each contribution. This does 
not apply to articles in the "Forum" section. 

 
General presentation 

The Journal for Human Rights is a scientific journal. Therefore, contributions should meet scientific 
standards, but should nevertheless be written in a way that is generally understandable and as 
descriptive as possible.  

Please include sections and subheadings (two levels) within the text for better readability. The outline 
hierarchy should be clearly numbered (1., 1.1). Headlines are clear and brief. 
 

Writing and citation style 

In German, the Journal for Human Rights uses the latest official spelling rules.  

In all languages, numerals are written out up to twelve (one, two, three,..., twelve, 13).  

Please indicate dates and years as follows: March 1, 2015; 2013-2015; 1990s.  

Your writing should be gender-inclusive. If a text is not genderinclusive, the editors reserve the right to 
adjust the writing.  

When mentioning a person for the first time in your text or in footnotes, state their complete name (first 
and last names). Thereafter, use only the last name.  

Please use italics in the text and footnotes restrictively and only for foreign-language terms. The proper 
names of institutions and organizations in a respective foreign language are generally not italicized. 
Foreign language citations are also not italicized.  
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Citation style 

Please use Harvard citation style for your contribution to the Journal for Human Rights. In this style, 
literature/sources are indicated within the text in parentheses, naming author, year, page, e.g.: 
(Holzleithner 2020: 14), (Bielefeldt/Wiener 2019: 220 f.) For the same citation, "ibid." can be used (e.g. 
ibid.: 23). Use a comma between multiple references (Lohmann 2018: 14, Pollmann 2019: 45). 

 
Footnotes 

Articles may contain footnotes. Footnotes should be short and only used if they contain annotations beyond 
simply naming your source – or if citations in the continuous text are too long (in case of more than two source 
citations).  

The guidelines for writing and citing in footnotes correspond to those of the text. 
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Standards for your Bibliography: 

 The surname of an author or editor is always listed first, followed by the first name. This applies 
also when there are multiple authors or editors. 

 Several authors or editors are separated by a slash, without any spaces (/). 

 In case there are several contributions by one author: List chronologically, starting with the older 
contributions. In the case of identical years, please use lowercase letters to differentiate 
between different publications (Bruck 2019a, 2019b). 

 All volumes published by an editor/editors are marked with the German „Hg.“ for Herausgeber; 

engl.: editor(s). 

 The year of publication is given in parentheses after the name of author(s) or editor(s). 

 Titles of books or journals should be italicized. Titles (and subtitles) are followed by a period. 

 For books, the place of publication and publisher are indicated after a colon. In case of more 
than two places or publishers, you may use the German „u.a.“ for unter anderem; engl.: among 
others. 

 When naming both German and English language journals, indicate volumes and editions as 
numbers only (see example above).  

 For articles in edited volumes and journals, page numbers are given to identify the piece. 

 Please add online sources/links to your citation after a comma. Add the date of last access in 
parentheses (Last access: September 4, 2021). 
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